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Washington, D.C 20231 
Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97, and 1.98, Applicant respectfully 
requests consideration of the references listed on the attached Form FTO/ SB/ 08 A. 
Copies of the references listed are also enclosed. 

Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner consider the references cited 
on the FTO/ SB/ 08 A and that the Examiner indicate that the references have been 
considered in this application by returning a copy of the Form PTO/SB/08A with the 
Examiner's initials in the left column per MPEP 609. 

Applicants 7 submission of this Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) shall not 
be construed as an admission that the cited references are prior art to the present 
invention, or that the cited references qualify as printed publications. The submission 
of this IDS also shall not be construed as a representation that a prior art search has 
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been performed. 

This IDS is submitted prior to the issuance of a first Office Action on the merits; 
therefore, it is believed that no fees are required in connection therewith. If any fees are 
necessitated by the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement, please charge the 
undersigned's Deposit Account No. 50-0206. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: 





'Jonathan D. Link 
Registration No. 41,548 



For: 



Michael P. F. Phelps 
Registration No. 48,654 



1900 K Street, N.W., Suite 1200 
Washington, D.C. 20006-1109 
Ph. (202) 955-1500 
Fax (202) 778-2201 
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Application Number 
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Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 
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January 22, 2002 
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U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Cite 
No. 1 



U1 



U.S. Patent Document 



Number 



3,800,796 



Kind Code 2 
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Name of Patentee or 

Applicant 
of Cited Document 



Jacob 



Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 



04-02-1974 



Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 



U2 
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09-09-1986 
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Heran et al. 



03-03-1987 
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09-15-1992 
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03-05-1996 
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H1565 
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07-02-1996 



U10 
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Sosalla et al. 



01-14-1997 
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Long et al. 



04-29-1997 
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5,695,488 



Sosalla 



12-09-1997 



U13 



5,807,368 



Helmer 



09-15-1998 



U14 



6,069,097 



Suzuki et al. 



05-30-2000 



U15 



6,068,620 



Chmielewski 



05-30-2000 



U16 



6,132,411 



Huberet al. 



10-17-2000 



U17 



6,313,372 



Suzuki 



11-06-2001 
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Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Date of Publication 
of Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, 
Lines, Where 

Relevant 
Passages or 
Relevant Figures 
Appear 
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Office 3 


Number 4 


Kind Code 5 
(if known) 
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JP 


40-11543 




Tetsujiro 


06-09-1940 
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NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
.Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, 
magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, city and/or 

country where published. 
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'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code 
(WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the 
.patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is 
to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office Washington, DC 20231 . DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for 
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